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Want to Contribute
to Arborescence?

MSA is looking for a few good people.
Okay, not just a few. But if you are
passionate about this industry and want
to share that enthusiasm, we are looking
for the following: writers, committee
members and photo’s. Please contact
Chris Anderson.
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President’s Message
Expectations
Every year at this time, we all expect new things
and wonder what will happen in the coming year.
The holidays roll around and we expect things
from our relatives and friends and we expect
things from our co-workers and colleagues.
Many times, we think of the things that can or
will change in the new year. Maybe someone
will suddenly “get it”, or maybe someone will
change that annoying behavior they’ve had since
they were five. We all have had expectations of
ourselves and others. Although, the only things
we have control over are the decisions we make
or have a say in.

If you have ideas or thoughts that could be put to
use by the MSA, please let us know. Contacting
an executive committee member is always a
good choice when you have a concern or thought
that may improve the organization. Another
way to improve the organization is to volunteer
in one respect or another. There are committee
positions open all the time and general help
positions open for any event that the MSA holds.
Take control of your expectations and help
determine the direction of the MSA.
Pierce Wasmund
MSA President

As the new president of the Minnesota Society
of Arboriculture (MSA), I am undoubtedly in
the expectation world. I have expectations of
myself (of course) and I am sure people have
expectations of me. But, the only thing that I
have control over are the decisions that I make.
Making decisions for the MSA is not hard to do.
We just need input from members telling us
where to improve or where to concentrate our
efforts. It is easy for the executive committee
to focus on certain things. It’s also easy to draw
the committee’s attention elsewhere. Most of
the comments and ideas that come through the
MSA end up in the executive committee. These
thoughts are then passed to the people most
suited to respond to the requests.

Welcome New Members!
New members as of December 2009
Mike Jensen, Eagle Tree Service, Inc., Elk River, MN
Perry Langer, Langer’s Tree Service, North Oaks, MN
Stephen Schott, St. Paul, MN
Ira Signalness, Hudson, WI
Dean Tumer, Hopkins, MN
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Newly
Certified
by ISA
December 2009
Certified Arborist
Brandon Baker
Kent Binger
Rachel Coyle
Dick Dennis
Nathan Gruber
Christopher Haugen
Steven Hollar
Brent Knutson
Ryan Miller
Patrick O’Conner
Mike Olson
Larry Wilson

Congratulations
to Jacob Ryg
our new MSA Vice President
BCMA

Chris Larson
Jay Maier

Certified Tree Worker
Jesse Allex
Kris Frederickson
Joseph Gulso
Hugo Matus Tadeo
Aaron Skogman
Robert West

Jacob Ryg, City Forester for Rochester, MN, was recently elected as MSA
Vice President. A total of 133 votes were cast, with Jacob Ryg receiving 64,
Rod Rodman receiving 43 and Paul Asleson receiving 25, along with 1 write
in. Thank you to all the members who voted, and special thanks to Jacob,
Paul and Rod for running.

Utility Specialist
Shane Camozzi
Ira Signalness

Ralph’s Rave
Ralph Sievert,
ISA Board of Directors – MSA representative
Before I update you on how the ISA Board will be changing, let me
begin by praising MSA’s Program & Education Committee. This group of
energetic volunteers did an outstanding job on the Minnesota Tree Care
Conference last October. The educational program was top notch, with
excellent speakers from Minnesota and beyond. A special thank you
goes to Jim Zwack and Jim Nayes for all their efforts. Be sure you plan
ahead for next year when the event will be held in October 2010.
As for the International Society of Arboriculture, the Board of Directors
will be undergoing a major reconfiguration. Instead of 40+ Directors, the
new Board will have 15 members. There will be a transitional period
during which the 5 current ISA Vice Presidents will assume positions
on the Board. Eight other positions will be filled through an election
process.
Eventually, the structure of the future Board will be made up of the
President, the President-Elect, and 13 Directors. Of the 13 Directors,
5 are to be nominated and voted upon by the Council of Component
Representatives (CCR) and 8 from the membership-at-large. The CCR
will be a new organizational body with a representative of each of the
ISA chapters and professional affiliations.
Our current ISA President, Tim Gamma, will complete his term during
2011. He will be succeeded by Colin Bashford, the current PresidentElect. After Mr. Bashford completes his term 2 year term as President,
the President will be chosen from among the 13 Board members. This
change means that ISA members will no longer be electing the leader
of the organization. This is why I voted against the motion to make the
change.

I have always been of the opinion that dues-paying ISA members should
have the ability to choose the head of the organization. Many of my
kool-aid drinking colleagues on the Board like to rationalize this change
by claiming there will be greater representation since 8 Board Directors
will be elected. My response was that both options should be used.
Why not elect the President-Elect as well as the 8 Directors. That would
provide even more elected representation. Considering that a dues
increase was also approved, though not unanimously, not electing the
President is even more bothersome.
The ISA restructuring will require changes to our MSA bylaws because
chapters will no longer elect a Board member. Instead, we will elect a
CCR representative who will attend CCR meetings. Other than filling
5 Board seats from its members, the CCR will not have any real power
other than providing advice and input to the Board.
My last ISA Board meeting will probably be in March 2010. As my time
on the Board draws to a close, I realize that I have learned a lot about
organizational behavior and human
dynamics. In fact, I’ve learned
enough to last me a lifetime.
Submitted by:
Ralph Sievert, ISA
Board of Directors –
MSA representative
12/1/2009
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2009 Minnesota
Tree Care Conference
There were 160 members and guests at the Minnesota Tree Care
Conference (MNTCC) at the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum on October
8, 2009. The largest attendance ever saw the Arboretum decked out in
its fall splendor with displays of colorful pumpkins, gourds and squash
along with Minnesota’s fantastic fall colors.
There were 10 different educational sessions beginning with a serious
look at “The Green Movement: A Focus on Organic Science” by Dr.
Roger Funk. Truth be told, Dr. Funk made organic science accessible and
understandable for the rest of us.
This was followed by a lighter, yet equally serious topic, “YouTube and
Arboriculture” presented by ISA Past President Lauren Lanphear. While
we laughed our way through the video clips of tree work/tree workers
gone bad, the point was made that professionalism goes hand in hand
with knowledge and competence. We are all in this together.
Our professional climbers heard Taylor Hamel discuss new research
regarding ascenders and then the MSA Climbing Group led our first ever
two-part Interactive Climbing Forum. By all reports, these sessions were
valuable and well attended.

and Urban Soils and Soil Renovation Programs. If you missed this year’s
program, you really missed a huge learning opportunity and a chance to
spend an October day at the Arboretum.
There was a slight change to the program this year with the Awards
Banquet held at the conclusion of the conference. Everyone had a
chance to wind down and catch up with one another. The following
individuals were recognized for the efforts and/or achievements over the
past year: Paul Buck-Presidents Award, Paul Walvatne-Service to MSA
Award, Gail Nozal-Volunteer Award and Manuel Jordan, Katie Himanga,
Gary Johnson, Gary Wemeier, Pierce Wasmund, John Sirbasku, Jim
Nayes, Ralph Sievert and Dave Hanson-Certification Test Proctors/
Evaluators.
MNTCC 2010 is scheduled for the first Thursday of next October at
the Arboretum and will be limited to the first 200 people registered.
Feedback on this year’s conference is always appreciated, and if
you have suggestions for next year’s conference or are interested in
developing the program for 2010, please contact any of the committee
members (MNTCC Committee: Jim Nayes and Jim Zwack (co-chairs),
Mark Abrahamson, Taylor Hamel, Ralph Sievert, Shawn Bernick, Rebecca
Koetter, Paul Buck, Don Mueller).
Submitted by:
Ralph Sievert, ISA Board of Directors – MSA representative
12/1/2009

Other sessions offered included: EAB Survival Guide, Top Ten Tree Issues
in Minnesota 2009, The Reality of Pesticides, Marketing for Tough Times,

Proven Emerald Ash Borer Control
The Wedgle Updated!
®

Thousands of Ash trees saved

Since 2001, Direct-Inject™ applications of Pointer® Insecticide have saved thousands of Ash
trees from Emerald Ash Borers, preventively and curatively, even in heavily infested areas.

Fast process boosts profits
Treat almost any tree in five minutes or less. No drilling, no guarding, no waiting.
Treat more trees every hour and boost your profits with every tree you treat.

Don’t drill…Direct-Inject!
The Wedgle Direct-Inject system is the only no-drill trunk
injection system. It protects tree health and eliminates the
permanent wounding caused by drilling.

Trust in proven field results
Talk to anyone who’s used Pointer with the Direct-Inject
system. They will tell you there is no better way to
control EAB, and no better way to make money.
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ArborSystems.com | 800-698-4641

2009 Awards
Presidents Award

Volunteer Award

Awarded to Paul Buck by Don Mueller, in recognition
for his unwavering commitment and boundless energy
in service to MSA and the arboriculture profession.

Awarded to Gail Nozal by Lara Newberger and
Amy Caldwell for her countless hours, support and
organization of ISA Certification.

Also Recognized were Certification
Test Proctors/ Evaluators for their
contributions and dedication to MSA.

Service to MSA Award
Awarded to Paul Walvatne by Jim Hermann in recognition
for his 35 years of commitment to education and work in
forestry with MnDOT.

Dave Hanson
Katie Himanga
Gary Johnson
Manuel Jordan
Jim Nayes
Ralph Sievert
John Sirbasku
Pierce Wasmund
Gary Wemeier
Certification Test Proctors/Evaluators received ISA
shirts that can be worn when proctoring exams.
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Chainsaws
and Climbing
By Sam Kezar
If you have been following along in the last two climbers corner articles you have read
about the different styles of chainsaws and some of the ways to attach them to a climbing
saddle. This is the third and final installment of the Chainsaws and Climbing series and will
focus on starting and operating saws while climbing aloft.
Starting a chainsaw on the ground is easy. Either the leg-lock or the ground start methods
are recommended for safe starting. However, when using the more popular top-handled
saws in the tree, the leg-lock method will not work. In any situation, it is not recommended
to drop start the chainsaw. Not only is this method dangerous to the operator, but it also
puts strain on the back and shoulders and can wear out the starter cord faster by rubbing on
the grommet. A combination of the leg-lock and ground start methods can be used to safely
and effectively start a top-handled saw in the tree.
Before starting the saw, climbers should make sure they are positioned for their cut.
They should be lanyarded in to the tree, preferably above and out of the way of the cut,
and should ensure that the climbing hitch and line are set and tight to prevent a fall.
Furthermore, since both hands will be used while cutting, climbers should ensure that
at least one foot is used to hold themselves against the tree. Climbers should press the
saw against the tree with their left arm with the bar tilted and pointing away from their
body. The right arm can be used to pull the starter cord. They should always ensure the
chain-break is engaged before starting and that their climbing line, lanyard, and the body
are not in the path of the bar in case
of saw kickback when starting. Once
started, the climber should release the
chain-break and start cutting. Having
completed cutting, reset the chainbreak, shut off the saw, and return it to
the secured lanyard position.

Running the saw down close to the hips will give the
climber better control of the saw.

Photo credit Mitch Kezar
www.kezarphoto.com
Always bare in mind the reactive
forces of the chainsaw. Where the
climber’s body is in relation to where
he/she is cutting is a very important
aspect to consider when preparing to make a cut. Operating a chainsaw is a high risk activity by
itself on the ground and the activity of saw operation while climbing only increases the risk.
This article was written to inform arborists about just a few topics to keep in mind while operating
a chainsaw aloft. Extreme care should be used when running a saw aloft. Training, education, and
supervision are highly recommended for those who are starting this process. Arborists live and
work in a high risk industry, please stay safe.
Sam Kezar is a Lead Instructor for North American Training Solutions, ISA Certified Arborist, ISA
Certified Tree Worker, and TCIA Certified Tree Care Safety Professional, a contract arborist and
owner of Aspen Arboriculture Solutions. He can be reached via email at sam@aspenarbo.com,
www.aspenarbo.com or www.northamericantrainingsolutions.com.

Finishing a cut in the tree with a hand saw will
often reduce the risk of the chainsaw being
caught in the piece being removed and allows
for greater control.
Photo credit Mitch Kezar
www.kezarphoto.com.
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SMA Announces 2010 Urban Tree of the Year:
Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis)
The Society of Municipal Arborists (SMA) has chosen Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis) as its 2010 Urban
Tree of the Year. The selection must be adaptable to a variety of harsh conditions and have strong ornamental
traits. The program has been running for fifteen years, and past honorees include Chinkapin oak (2009), black
tupelo (2008), baldcypress (2007), and Kentucky coffeetree (2006).
The SMA is comprised of about 1500 urban forestry professionals worldwide. Eastern redbud, hardy to
USDA Zone 4b, was nominated by New York City Climber and Pruner Mathew Grailich. According to Grailich,
“In New York City Eastern redbud has, over the years, gained favor within the NYC Parks Department as a
specimen that is planted throughout all five boroughs. Redbud occupies an important niche under overhead
utility lines and in tree pits where wide sidewalks allow it room to spread.” Grailich says that sterile cultivars
like ‘Flame’ and ‘Forest Pansy’ eliminate concerns associated with volunteer seedlings.
Columbia, Missouri Natural Resources Supervisor Brett O’Brien says, “I find eastern redbud attractive, remarkably adaptive, and one of the
best flowering native woodland trees available for Columbia’s parks and urban landscape. We have planted redbuds in a number of challenging
environments and sites, and it has shown a great deal of tolerance to heavy clay soil and other tough conditions.”
And in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, Urban Forestry and Landscape Manager Stephen Shurtz affirms redbud’s usefulness: “We grow a lot of redbud in
Baton Rouge. It’s a hardy, low-maintenance small tree that people seem to love. Although technically an understory species, we use it a lot on small
boulevards and other full sun locations. It is much easier for us to grow than dogwood in our heavy soils and provides a colorful alternative to the
omnipresent crape myrtles. Redbud is a very early bloomer for us, so it adds a reliable splash of color in early spring.”
The tough and beautiful redbud can be expected to mature at 20 to 30 feet tall and 25 to 35 feet wide. The SMA recognizes humble Cercis canadensis
for its service to urban forests in many parts of the world.

Mark Your Calendars!
2010 Minnesota Chapter
Tree Climbing Championship
(Qualifying event for the ISA TCC)
Saturday and Sunday,
May 15 and 16th, 2010
Newell Park 900 No Fairview Ave, St Paul, Minnesota
•

The Minnesota Society of Arboriculture Tree Climbing Championship welcomes
professional tree climbers of all skill levels.

•

Winners will be eligible to compete at the ISA Tree Climbing Championship in
Chicago, Illinois 2010

•

Men’s and Women’s division.

Pre-registration and fee payment is required:
MSA Member: $75
Non-member: $115 (fee includes MSA membership, required for competition)
For further information contact:
George Welles, Northeast Tree, Inc., george@northeasttree.net, 612-910-8274
Lynn Welles, Northeast Tree, Inc., lynn@northeasttree.net, 612-910-8280
Northeast Tree, Inc., sales@northeasttree.net, 612-789-9255
Mission Statement of the Tree Climbing Championship Committee:
To promote proper and innovative arboricultural climbing techniques
and equipment through friendly competition and fun educational activities.

Attention MSA
Members
MSA will be developing a member
directory this spring. Be sure to renew
your membership and/or update your
information to ensure it is listed in
the directory accurately. If you have
questions, contact Karen Zumach with
Tree Trust at karenz@treetrust.org.
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Featured Tree Series
Dr. Dale E. Herman,
Dept. of Plant Sciences, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND:

Copper Curls® Pekin Lilac - Syringa pekinensis ‘SunDak’ (PP16, 570)
This small tree was selected at North Dakota State University for its very showy coppery-orange, peeling bark. Similar to the Japanese Tree Lilac,
it produces large, fragrant, creamy-white flower panicles, but it has much smaller, semi-glossy leaves. Large clusters of tannish seed capsules
remain on the tree throughout the winter, and unlike other lilac species, add landscape interest, particularly when topped with fresh snow or winter
hoar-frost. This cultivar has been very winter hardy in USDA Zone 3, whereas some seed sources, including several recently named cultivars, are
questionable in NDSU hardiness evaluations. Therefore, Copper Curls® may extend the northern range of landscape use for this species.
Trees typically grow 20 to 28 feet tall and are effective grown either single or multi-trunked. However, in natural settings, multi-trunk specimens
would most effectively depict the
beauty of the exfoliating bark.
Copper Curls® was introduced
in collaboration with Dr. Scott
Redlin, a former graduate
student in Dr. Herman’s tree
improvement research program.
Copper Curls® may serve as a
partial replacement for Amur
Chokecherry (Prunus maackii)
due to similar bark features.
Also, Copper Curls® has superior
longevity in the landscape. It
is available in the commercial
nursery trade and can be
propagated by piece root grafting,
bark grafting, tissue culture, and
softwood cuttings. Copper Curls®
Pekin Lilac should become a
choice landscape specimen tree.

A1. Semi-glossy green foliage

A3. Close-up of large creamy-white flower panicles
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Featured Tree Series

A2. Growth habit; flowering tree

A4. Close-up of showy coppery-orange peeling bark

MSA
PO BOX 26151
ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55426

Important Dates

MSA Day of Service– Veteran’s Day
Wednesday, November 10, 2010
Fort Snelling Cemetery

Visit www.msa-live.org to learn more.

TCIA Tree Care Industry Association Meeting
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, November 11, 12 and 13
Pittsburgh, PA

Minnesota Shade Tree Short Course
Tuesday-Wednesday, March 16-17
Bethel University, Arden Hills
Tree Climbing Championship
Saturday – Sunday, May 15-16
Newell Park, St. Paul
Festival of Trees
Saturday – Sunday, May 15-16, 2010
Newell Park, St. Paul

EXAM DATE

Summer Climbing Workshop
Friday, June 18, 2010
Location

12.18.2010

Rochester, MN

04.02.2010

St. Louis Park

ISA 85th Annual Conference
July 23-28, 2010
Chicago, IL

05.14.2010

Alexandria

07.09.2010

Cottage Grove

Minnesota Tree Care Conference
Thursday, October 7, 2010
MN Landscape Arboretum

10.06.2010

Chanhassen

11.19.2010

TBD

LOCATION

