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Want to Contribute
to Arborescence?

MSA is looking for a few good people. 
Okay, not just a few. But if you are 

passionate about this industry and want 
to share that enthusiasm, we are looking 

for the following: writers, committee 
members and photo’s. Please contact 

Chris Anderson.
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President’s Message
The Official Publication of the Minnesota Society of Arboriculture

Often when we talk with clients and friends this time of year, we hear the phrase “spring has 
sprung”, and with the weather as warm as it has been, we are indeed springing forward right into 
the busy time of year.  The days are getting warmer and people are thinking about their landscapes 
and trees.

Of course, the weather is nice and I’m not complaining, but some things get knocked out of whack.  
Buds are swelling earlier than usual and pruning times for certain trees are cut short, while sprays 
and chemicals may be applied earlier. Hopefully, we are enjoying this weather and dealing with the 
changes, but keep in mind that next year could be a complete reversal.

While you make changes to your schedules and start planning out the year to come, remember to 
include some of the events that the MSA has to offer.  The Tree Climbing Championship is coming 
soon and is always a great show.  In October, there’s the MN Tree Care Conference, which has 
some great presenters lined up and is sure to be another success. We are also working on finalizing 
the Summer Climbing Workshop for 2010. Please look into all these events as there should be 
something for everyone.

If you are interested in getting involved in any of these events, please contact the MSA. Volunteers 
are the strength of our organization.

Happy Spring,
Pierce Wasmund  
MSA President

Welcome New Members!
New members as of April 2010
Antonio Soto, Prescott
Andrew Olson, Valhalla Tree Care Co. Inc, Stugeon Lake
Angela Hanson, City of Burnsville, Burnsville
Benjamin Ruby, Renaissance Tree Care, Minneapolis  
Dan Michura, Minnetonka  
Dean Turner, Hopkins  
Ira Signalness, Hudson  
Jaeson Morrison, City of Richfield, Richfield
Jason Kubesh, Crow Wing Power, Brainerd  
John Boeder, Little Falls  
Joseph Cardin, Jce Tree, River Falls  
Kevin Michael Meyer, K Meyer TreeCare, LLC, Shakopee  
Matt Guertin, Urban Tree & Landscape, Minneapolis
Michael Furey, Lake States Tree Service, Grand Rapids  
Michael Saline, Engwall Florist, Hermantown  
Mike Jensen, Eagle Tree Service, Inc, Elk River      
Patrick O’Connor, Carr’s Tree Service, Rochester
Perry Langer, Langer’s Tree Service, North Oaks
Phillip Rodbell, USDA Forest Service, Newtown Square
R. Scott Wright, St. Paul
Randy Nichols, Lake States Tree Service, Inc, Grand Rapids 
Robert Kraft, Kraft Tree Service, Inc, Minnetonka      
Scott Frampton, Landscape Renovations, Afton       
Shawn Vlaminck, Duluth         
Stephen Schott, St. Paul        
Stephen Scott, Lake States Tree Services, Grand Rapids
Susan Kraft, Kraft Tree Service, Inc, Minnetonka
Todd Rieck, Mankato Landshapes, Inc, Mankato



Ralph’s Reflections
Ralph Sievert, 
ISA Board of Directors – MSA representative

For those that were not able to attend the MSA business meeting last 
March at Como Park, you missed my report on the ISA Board of Directors 
meeting that was held in Atlanta, GA on March 13th and 14th.   After 
a long process of organization restructuring, the ISA Board of Directors 
is now configured much differently that it has been for many decades.  
Rather than each Chapter and Professional Affiliate holding a seat on 
the Board, the new arrangement puts in place a Board of 15 members.  
This smaller Board will function much like ISA’s Executive Committee by 
taking a more active role in staff operations and policy decisions.  Had 
the previous structure been left in place, the Board would have grown 
continually with each new Chapter.  With over 40 members, one can see 
how potentially dysfunctional a bigger Board would have become.   

My only gripe with the change is that the membership will no longer be 
able to elect its President.  In my view, this is a tradition that could have 
been preserved if the powers to be had wanted to do so.  Instead the 
new Board will eventually elect the President and President-Elect from 
amongst itself.  This smacks of elitism and puts in place a system that 
will appear to be less transparent.  I think they took far too much advice 
from an attorney while setting things up.  

At the conclusion of the ISA meeting in Atlanta, the old Board structure 
changed to the new Board structure.  Those of us that ended our tenure 
as a Board member became the first members of the new Council of 
Component Representatives (CCR).  The first meeting of the CCR was 
held on March 13th where many of the growing pains of this fledgling 
organization were discussed.  A second meeting is planned for this July 
in Chicago.

Having represented MSA on the ISA Board for 12 years, it seems like a 
good time for a fresh face to represent MSA on the new CCR.   While 
I was giving my March report, I jokingly called out to Jim Vaughan 
that this was his chance to step forward and become MSA’s new 
CCR representative.  To my surprise and delight he took me up on 
the challenge and the MSA Executive Committee agreed.  The MSA 
Executive Committee made the change official during their April 22nd 
meeting when they accepted my resignation as an ISA Board member 
and CCR representative and appointed Jim Vaughan as MSA’s new CCR 
representative.   This appointment was made to fill the vacancy prior to 
an election being held later this year.   Having known Jim for many years 
I believe he is the right person to fill this position and wish him the best 
of success.

It’s hard to believe that 
it was 1998 when I 
replaced Gary Johnson 
on the ISA Board.  One 
of the reasons that I 
accepted was because 
I knew it would provide 
me the opportunities 
needed to bring the 
ISA Annual Conference 
& Trade Show to 
Minneapolis.  Despite 
that $8600 debacle, 
MSA can be proud 
of the conference we 
hosted in 2006.  I still 
hear from attendees 
who remember the 
incredible hospitality 
we showed to our 
international visitors.  
Of course that may 
have been after an 
extended stay in the 
Beer Garden.

Probably the most noteworthy observation I can share from my ISA Board 
experience is that there are professionals all over the world dedicated to 
the field of arboriculture who are making a difference in the daily lives 
of countless individuals.  I made many friends from various backgrounds 
that all have one thing in common, a love of trees.  That became most 
evident on a Saturday afternoon when we sat in a hotel meeting room in 
Honolulu for what seemed to be an eternity.  

Some of the events that took place during my tenure included a nasty 
Executive Director resignation, a near bankruptcy of the organization, 
numerous bylaw changes, expanded international growth, the election 
of ISA’s first President –Elect from outside north America, the unpleasant 
removal of a hard working President-Elect and a 100 degree field day 
at our 2006 ISA Conference.  While I certainly enjoyed the ride, I’d be 
kidding you if I said the entire experience was fun.  At times it was not 
easy to take a stand against the majority.  However, I have rarely been 
one to simply go along to get along.  

As for MSA, it was a privilege and honor to represent our membership 
on the ISA Board of Directors.   I’d like to thank the membership for 
entrusting me with that responsibility.  It is an experience that I shall 
never forget and one that I appreciate having been given.   
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Newly Certified 

by ISA
March 2010

New Certified Arborists
Perry Langer 

Benjamin McMullan 
Jim Walsh 
Daniel Bird 

Peter Hoffman 
Jonathan Lange 
Shanna Wimmer 
Jaeson Morrison 

New Municipal Specialists
Jeff Kehrer 
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Proven Emerald Ash Borer Control
Thousands of Ash trees saved

Since 2001, Direct-Inject™ applications of Pointer® Insecticide have saved thousands of Ash
trees from Emerald Ash Borers, preventively and curatively, even in heavily infested areas.

Fast process boosts profits
Treat almost any tree in five minutes or less. No drilling, no guarding, no waiting.
Treat more trees every hour and boost your profits with every tree you treat.

Don’t drill…Direct-Inject!
The Wedgle Direct-Inject system is the only no-drill trunk

injection system. It protects tree health and eliminates the
permanent wounding caused by drilling.

Trust in proven field results
Talk to anyone who’s used Pointer with the Direct-Inject
system. They will tell you there is no better way to
control EAB, and no better way to make money.

The Wedgle® Updated!

TM

ArborSystems.com | 800-698-4641

An exciting 
collaborative 
research 
opportunity, Tree 
Biomechanics 
Week, is being 
developed in 
conjunction 
with the ISA, 
the Davey Tree 
Expert Company, 
BioCompliance 

Consulting and the TREE Fund. The event is scheduled for August 23-27, 
2010 and will include a symposium of presentations by the researchers 
involved.  

The TREE Fund has pledged $10,000 in support of this unique research 
opportunity which originated with Davey providing a 40-acre section of 
its research arboretum in Shalersville, Ohio (due for thinning). Leading 
researchers in tree biomechanics and dynamics will be able to apply 
mechanical stress to a variety of mature, popular tree species growing in 
a uniform, controlled environment. With the support of technicians and 
volunteers, they will conduct field tests and gather data in an intensive 
week-long coordinated effort.

The safety and effectiveness of arborists in all corners of the 
arboriculture industry will benefit from the information to be gathered 
and presented at the Tree Biomechanics Week. The TREE Fund is 
pleased to be working with its partners to bring this vital information 
to practitioners and students of arboriculture. Details on the proposed 
study topics and researchers, as well as volunteer and sponsorship 
opportunities, will be posted on the TREE Fund web site. 

Apply for John Wright Memorial Scholarship by June 15

Could you or your student use $2,000 toward tuition next fall?  This 
scholarship is for high school seniors and returning undergraduates 
interested in a career in arboriculture. Get more information or apply 
online at www.treefund.org/scholarships.htm.

# # #

Tree Research and Education Endowment Fund
552 S. Washington St., Suite 109, Naperville, IL 60540

630-369-8300
www.treefund.org

TREE Fund Looks Forward to Tree Biomechanics Week
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What is TREE-äge™? 
TREE-äge™ is a pesticide product manufactured by Syngenta that 
contains the active ingredient emamectin benzoate. It is injected into 
trunks of ash trees for systemic control of emerald ash borer (EAB), a 
type of beetle. EAB is a highly destructive invasive species that has 
already killed millions of ash trees in other Midwestern states, and is 
now present in Wisconsin.
What has changed with the product? 
The Environmental Protection Agency has classified TREE-äge™ as a 
restricted use pesticide (RUP) due to the hazards the product poses to 
those who come in contact with the product. As a result, any person 
purchasing, using, or directing the use of this product is now required to 
be a certified and licensed pesticide applicator. This includes any person 
assisting with any activity which the pesticide label requires of the 
applicator, including drilling the treatment holes.
In 2009, Wisconsin issued a special pesticide registration that allowed 
the use of TREE- äge™ in Wisconsin. At the time the product was not 
considered an RUP. The special registration and the special labeling that 
accompanied the product, expired on December 31, 2009.
As of January 1, 2010 it is illegal to distribute or use TREE-äge™ that 
has this expired special registration labeling in Wisconsin.
Is properly labeled product available? 
TREE-äge™ is now federally registered for distribution and use in 
Wisconsin. Correctly labeled product should be available by the end 
of April. If you have a container that does not state “Restricted use 
pesticide” on the label, it is not legal for use in Wisconsin and you can 
exchange it with your supplier for correctly-labeled product.
The new label bears the identification number EPA Reg. No. 100-1309-74578. 
The product will be marketed for Syngenta by a company called Arborjet.
What else is on the new product label? 
The new product label has a restricted use pesticide statement, new container 
disposal requirements, clarification of use directions, an EPA registration number, no 
expiration date, and no Wisconsin-specific information.
Carefully read the new label prior to use. As stated on the new label, 
failure to follow label directions may result in poor control or cause injury to 
people, animals, and the environment, including the treated ash trees. Under 
Wisconsin law, dealers and other distributors cannot advertise this product 
without disclosing it is classified as a restricted use pesticide and must meet 
certain licensing, sales, recordkeeping, and reporting requirements.
Who can purchase and use TREE-äge™? 
Because TREE-äge™ is now labeled as a restricted use pesticide, any 
person using or directing the use of TREE-äge™ must be a certified pesticide 
applicator. The product label prohibits retail sale of TREE-äge™ to, and use 
by, anyone other than certified applicators or persons under their direct 
supervision. The law also requires that the use be covered by the appropriate 
commercial applicator certification category of ‘turf and landscape (3.0) and 
licensed as an individual commercial pesticide applicator.
Homeowners who want to use TREE- äge™ to preserve the aesthetic value 
of their ash trees would need to be certified within an applicable commercial 
category (3.0 - Turf and Landscape) and licensed as a commercial not-for-hire 
applicator. Another option for homeowners would be to hire a professional 

tree care company with licensed and certified applicators.
No person is exempt from the certification requirement. The requirement 
applies to arborists, state and local government workers, homeowners, 
and any other person using or directing the use of TREE-äge™ regardless 
of who owns the trees. This includes any person assisting with any 
activity which the pesticide label requires of the applicator, including 
drilling the treatment holes.
No person is exempt from the individual commercial pesticide applicator 
licensing requirement. The license is either for-hire (e.g., a person 
contracted to make pesticide applications) or not-for-hire (e.g., individual 
homeowner, city/county employee.)
How do I become certified as a commercial pesticide applicator? 
Obtain a training manual within the turf and landscape (3.0) commercial 
pesticide certification category through the University of Wisconsin’s 
Pesticide Applicator Training Program, http://ipcm.wisc.edu/pat or call 
608-262-7588 and choose option 1. Study the training material and 
when you are ready to take the exam, call the Wisconsin Department 
of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) at 608-224-4560 
to schedule an exam session. The exam is proctored in five locations 
throughout the state; Madison, Wausau, Waukesha, Green Bay, and 
Eau Claire. In Madison, we proctor the exam every Tuesday. At the other 
locations, we proctor the exams every other Tuesday. You must have 
a reservation to take the exam. Exam reservation information will be 
provided with your training manual.
How do I become licensed as a commercial pesticide applicator? 
Upon passing the exam you will receive a certification card containing 
a unique six digit number that has been assigned to you. In addition to 
the card, you will receive an Individual Commercial Pesticide Applicator 
License application. Fill out the license application and submit it, and all 
applicable fees, to the address listed on the form.
I still have product with the expired special registration  
(Section 24c) labeling. What do I do with it?
You may return the product to the point of purchase and exchange it for 
product with the new federal label affixed. The only containers that are 
legal for use in Wisconsin will state “Restricted use pesticide” at the top 
of the label.
The expired labels have the identification number WI-080005, and listed 
the expiration date of Dec. 31, 2009.
For more information on pesticide applicator certification and 
licensing, visit http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/arm/agriculture/pest-
fert/pesticides/licenses/index.jsp
For requirements for dealers and distributors of restricted use 
pesticides, visit http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/arm/agriculture/pest-
fert/pesticides/licenses/restricted_use.jsp.
You can also contact Robby Personette, DATCP Pesticide Certification 
& Licensing Program Manager, 608-224-4551, robby.personette@
wisconsin.gov
For more information on special pesticide registrations, or 
registration/labeling of pesticides, contact Matt Sunseri, DATCP 
Pesticide Specialist, 608-224-4547, matthew.sunseri@wisconsin.gov

CERTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR EMERALD ASH BORER PESTICIDE
TREE-äge™ Restricted Use As of April 1, 2010

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection • 2811 Agriculture Drive, PO Box 8911, Madison WI 53708-8911
608-224-4500 • www.datcp.state.wi.us • April 2010
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2010 Minnesota Tree Climbing Championship
Announcing the 2010 ArborMaster Climbing Prize Package for the Minnesota Tree Climbing Champions from the 2010 
Minnesota Tree Climbing Championship event being held May 15th and 16th at Newell Park in St. Paul. This climbing kit is 
being offered to both the male and female champion! The package is intended to help equip the chapter representative(s) for 
the International Tree Climbing Championship (ITCC) Competition which is being held in Chicago this summer. 

Each prize package to include:
• Petzel Vertex Helmet with Professional Hearing Protection provided by Husqvarna 
• 150’ ArborMaster® Climbing Line with eye splice from Samson
• Steel Portawrap rigging tool  & RopeBoss Folding Throwline Cube from SherrillTree ($200 value)
• Buckingham $50 Gift Certificate
• Silky ZUBAT 330mm hand saw
• Oregon® 91VXL Saw Chain (25’)
• 50% savings on an ArborMaster® 2-Day Hands-On Training Module

Petzel Vertex Helmet with Professional Hearing Protection provided by Husqvarna 
Petzl’s Vertex Best work/rescue helmet in Husqvarna orange. Polycarbonate shell with sidle slots for hearing protection 
and face shield. Four-point harness systems with a thick foam replaceable headband. Headband adjusts from 20.8” to 
24.8” with a simple headband adjustment wheel. Chin strap is designed to decrease the risk of losing the helmet in case of 
impact (breaking strength of more than 50 daN, NE 12492 mountaineering helmet standard) and can be adjusted forward or 
backward. Meets ANSI Z89.1-2003 Type 1 Class E. 

Steel Portawrap rigging tool & RopeBoss Folding Throwline Cube from SherrillTree ($200 value)
Climbing champions at this level are tenacious, strong, smart and innovative; qualities that are to be admired. SherrillTree 
is proud to present this year’s regional climbing champions with two premium tools for the trade; a large steel Portawrap 
lowering device and a Folding Throwline Cube from our RopeBoss line luggage collection. Congratulations to the climbers!

Samson 150’ ArborMaster® Climbing Line with eye splice
Designed with the modern arborist in mind, is Samson’s premium climbing line, ArborMaster®.  Made from specially treated 
polyester and coated with a stabilized nylon core.

Buckingham $50.00 Gift Certificate 
Buckingham – Climber’s Choice! 

Oregon® 91VXL Saw Chain (25’)
Introducing 91VXL. This new cutting chain features a longer top plate, an aggressive cutting edge,and a forgiving sharpening 
profile. It also comes loaded with Vibe-Ban™, Lubri-Link and Lubriwell – all exclusive features by OREGON®.

Silky ZUBAT 330mm Hand Saw
Best-selling, professional, heavy-duty hand saw with a 13-inch, curved, mono-constructed blade. Features rust-resistant, hard 
chrome-plated, taper-ground curved blade with an impulse-hardened non-set tooth design. Curved blade provides greater 
cutting speed with less effort. Utilizes proprietary Silky MIRAI-ME (Smooth Cutting) Technology - The Teeth of the Future! 
The precision-ground, razor-sharp teeth with four cutting angles provide fast, clean and extremely smooth cutting action. 
The hard chrome-plated blade has 6.5 teeth per inch, resists rust and effects of tree resin, and wipes clean easily. Molded-
rubber handle holds the high-performance fast-cutting curved blade that fits securely inside its custom-fitted, pivoting, black 
polypropylene sheath with detachable belt holder. Great combination of high performance curved blade with a comfortable 
sure-grip handle that really sticks in your hands. Exceptional design, strength, balance and superior finish quality. Suitable for 
all pruning tasks and cutting large branches. Made in Japan. 

50% off an ArborMaster® 2-Day Training Module 
The ArborMaster odules focus on a specific subject for two full days, offering in-depth training within each specific field of 
study. This modular training system will increase the safety, skill and productivity of the tree worker
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Featured Tree Series
Dr. Dale E. Herman, 
Dept. of Plant Sciences, North Dakota State University, Fargo, ND:

Prairie Radiance® Winterberry Euonymus - Euonymus bungeanus ‘Verona’
Prairie Radiance® was derived as a second generation seedling from seed originally received from the Highland Park Herbarium, Rochester, NY.  
Many seedlings from the second generation were winter hardy in zone 3.  Five additional sources of superior plants of this species were obtained 
for comparative evaluation from the Missouri Botanical Garden, St. Louis, MO, and also a Mount Arbor Nursery, Shenandoah, IA source, but none of 
these selections proved winter hardy in zone 3.  

Prairie Radiance® produces a small, 10 to 16 foot tree, with a low-branched trunk or multiple trunks.  It has quality green foliage and produces 
reddish fall color in sandy-loam soils to an intense rosy-pink in Red River Valley clay soils.  It produces a multitude of delicately pink-colored 
capsules, which begin coloring in mid-August.  In mid- to late-September, the capsules split open, exposing bright reddish seeds.  After the leaves 
drop, the gray-barked stems 
displaying the sequential color 
changes of the fruit are an 
attractive sight over an extended 
period.  This North Dakota State 
University introduction is effective 
as small specimen trees in yards 
and informal groupings in parks 
and other public areas.  It is also 
performing satisfactorily to date 
in boulevard plantings and even 
in parking lot islands. Prairie 
Radiance® is winter hardy to 
USDA zone 3, is propagated 
by softwood cuttings and is 
commercially available in the 
nursery trade.

B1. Foliage quality

B3. Showy fall, rosy-pink fruit capsule display
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Featured Tree Series

B2. Tree displaying red autumn foliage color

B4. Close-up of attractive fruit capsules



MSA
PO BOX 26151
ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55426

Important Dates

Visit www.msa-live.org to learn more.

Tree Climbing Championship
Saturday – Sunday, May 15-16
Newell Park, St. Paul

Festival of Trees
Saturday – Sunday, May 15-16, 2010
Newell Park, St. Paul

Rochester Arborist Workshop
Wednesday, July 14, 2010
Rochester, MN – Mayo Civic Center

ISA 85th Annual Conference
July 23-28, 2010
Chicago, IL

Summer Climbing Workshop
International Perspectives from New Zealand:  
Scott Forrest and James Kilpatrick
July 30th and 31st
Site: TBD

Minnesota Tree Care Conference
Thursday, October 7, 2010
MN Landscape Arboretum

MSA Day of Service– Veteran’s Day
Wednesday, November 10, 2010
Fort Snelling Cemetery

TCIA Tree Care Industry Association Meeting
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, November 11, 12 and 13
Pittsburgh, PA

EXAM DATE LOCATION

12.18.2010 Rochester, MN

04.02.2010 St. Louis Park

05.14.2010 Alexandria

07.09.2010 Cottage Grove

10.06.2010 Chanhassen

11.19.2010 TBD


